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The National Physical  Laboratory (NPL) develops and maintains the UK’s primary 
measurement standards, which are used to check the accuracy of instruments used 
by thousands of other organisations making millions of measurements.

Did you 
know?

Measurement
Measurement makes science, engineering and trade possible.
This image shows just a few examples of how measurement 
improves our lives.

Improved data to monitor climate 
change and predict weather

Structural health monitoring

Critical component lifetimes for aircraft

Improving efficiency 
of renewable sources

Developing better 
antennas

Building material 
strength

Quantum cryptography 
in the banking sector

Enhanced display 
capabilities of CCTV

Reviewing road 
charging technology

Blood pressure testing

Improved car 
dashboard displays

Tissue healing

Broadcast UK 
time signal

Mobile phone 
safety

Enhanced techniques 
for laser eye surgery

Fingerprint security 
systems


